Experiencing Christmas: Hope

Luke 2:8-14 “That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of
sheep. 9 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord's glory
surrounded them. They were terrified, 10 but the angel reassured them. "Don't be afraid!" he said. "I
bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. 11 The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—
has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! 12 And you will recognize him by this sign: You
will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger." 13 Suddenly, the angel was joined
by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in highest
heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” NLT

#1: The Hope of Promises Kept

Micah 5:2 “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people of Judah.
Yet a ruler of Israel will come from you, one whose origins are from the distant past.” NLT

Matthew 12:17-21 “This fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah concerning him: 18 "Look at my Servant, whom |
have chosen. He is my Beloved, who pleases me. | will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim
justice to the nations. 19 He will not fight or shout or raise his voice in public. 20 He will not crush the
weakest reed or put out a flickering candle. Finally, he will cause justice to be victorious. 21 And his
name will be the hope of all the world.” NLT

Isaiah 7:14 “All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will conceive a child!
She will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us.)” NL

#2 The Hope of Promises Made

John 3:16 “For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” NLT

1 Peter 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead.” ESV

Romans 15:13 “| pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because
you trust in him. Then you will overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.” NLT

#3: The Hope of Promises Revealed

Romans 8:18-25 “Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us later. 19
For all creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when God will reveal who his children really are. 20
Against its will, all creation was subjected to God's curse. But with eager hope, 21 the creation looks
forward to the day when it will join God's children in glorious freedom from death and decay. 22 For we
know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23
And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future
glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering. We, too, wait with eager hope for
the day when God will give us our full rights as his adopted children, including the new bodies he has
promised us. 24 We were given this hope when we were saved. (If we already have something, we
don't need to hope for it. 25 But if we look forward to something we don't yet have, we must wait
patiently and confidently.)” NLT

Titus 2:13 “We look forward with hope to that wonderful day when the glory of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ, will be revealed.” NLT



